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MAINE FOLKS CHANGE COOKING AND HEATING ROUTfNE- 
WOODCOCK HAS HAiEITAT TROUBLE 

Because the residents of some parts of Maine changed their cooking and heal+ 

ing routine the woodcock, one of the fine gamebirds in Eastern United States, is 

being squeeaed out of one part of its normal habAt&, according to the Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 

Wild creatures prefer- dwelling places which meet certain general specifica- 

tions and the woodcock is no exception, It prefers young open growths of mixed 

varities of timber of young hardwood stands, especially if there are many small 

open fields and pastures. 

For years the Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge in Maine has had several 
thousand acres of good woodcock habitat. The normal harvest of firewood on the 
refuge, with the accompanying clearing of the roads and the tearing out of an 1 
occasional patch of brush, kept that part of the refuge ideal for the woodcock. 

Then came changes in the homes of the farmers and the villagers. Oil stoves 
and furnaces replaced wood for cooking and heating in many instances, No longer 
did the wood cutters automatically keep that unit of the refuge in the partly open 
condition which the woodcock prefers. Once this wood harvest was cur&ailed, Mother 
Nature went to work and soon young trees and underbrush filled the open courting 
areas until the woodcock disappeared fran several thousand acres of formerly 
favorite habitat. 

To bring back the small park-like areas and with thsm the woodcock, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service is planning a systemat$c cutting program which should 
reestablish conditions necessary for the woodcock to thrive, The wood thus har- 
vested is used for pulp, fish weirs, some fireplace logs as well as for Christmas 
trees, 

The story of the woodcock and its lost habitat on Moosehora R&%ge is unique 
_I’ only in providing one instance in which the wildlife specialists may pinpoint the 

apparent time and cause s for the change in habitat& . 



As our economic life changes, so shifts ourimpactupon the woods and the 
fields, and so shifts thehabitatofwildlife and the wildlife itself. Leftundis-. 
turbed, Nature 4&!. oftengo througha cycleof ohangingvegetationwitheach 
change favoring amther tspe of wfldlife, Ibeopenfieldwithits grainandweed 
seedsmaybeideal for the pheasant and theHung&.anpartridgeprovideda con- 
venientfencerowor someother type of coverisnearby. Butuhentbefield 
becoznesabrushyarea,the pheasaqtandtheHungarianpartri&evanish~ilequail, 
rabbits andother mual animals appear, As thebrushgraduallyyields to timber, 
quail and rabbits give way to the grouse and later to deer and other gem, As the 
woods beccmeheavier, turkeysmove in-or canbeplanted-toutilire acorns and 
other suchmastthatispXent$ful. The trees growtaJler and the shade getsdenser 
while the under~ disappears qlcng with most at&ml5 except for their occasions3 
journeys through &at is now a forest. Fin&y,alohg comesafireora timber 
harvest, thelong-shaded groundisagaindmnche$I in'sunlightto stimulate regrowth 
of plants and the progressive cycle of plants and an&a&3 begins again., 

Modiryingthatcycfe tofitthe type ofgsmeu8ntedinagivenaresisoneof 
the jobs of %anagem3nt." Just as ducks require marshes so do other ar&aals 
require certain conditions; when #em conditions change, that specfes of game ais- 
appears. Hence, if any specific type of game is wanted in any specific area the 
habitatnmstbe.mqaged to suit the animals' needsr 
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